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Desmond O. Butler ’91, Investigative Reporter, The Washington Post 
Butler is a reporter on The Washington Post's investigative unit. He previously reported on 
climate and environment. Before joining the paper, he worked for the Associated Press in 
Washington, Istanbul and New York. Butler's work has spotlighted unscrupulous military 
contractors, disinformation campaigns, nuclear smuggling and the "Cuban Twitter," a social 
media network secretly established by the United States to destabilize the government of Raul 
Castro. He also served as AP's chief correspondent in Turkey, where he covered Syria's civil 
war. 

Edward H. Forgotson, Jr. ’86, Senior Producer, CBS Sunday Morning 
Forgotson has been a producer and writer at CBS News for 25 years, profiling presidents, pop 
stars and penguins.  He has documented the running of restaurants, the restoration of great 
architecture, and the current threats to our democracy and free press - using video and audio to 
satisfy his curiosity, shine the light of inquiry where it's needed, and convey his many 
enthusiasms to anyone who will watch and listen. He has received multiple awards for his work. 

 
Courtney McBride ’03, Diplomacy and National Security Correspondent, Bloomberg News. 
McBride covers diplomacy and national security for Bloomberg News. Based in Washington, 
she has reported from more than three dozen countries, traveling with the secretary of State and 
another senior US officials. Prior to joining Bloomberg in 2022, she covered the State 
Department for The Wall Street Journal, defense policy and weapons system development for 
Inside Defense and politics and domestic policy for National Journal. 
 
Rafael Lorente ’86, moderator, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, University of Maryland. 
Lorente is the associate dean for academic affairs and the director of the master’s program at the 
Philip Merrill College of Journalism at the University of Maryland. Previously, he served as 
director of the Capital News Service Washington, D.C., and Annapolis, Maryland, bureaus. He is 
a former reporter with the South Florida Sun Sentinel and the Miami Herald. As a reporter in 
Washington for the Sun Sentinel, Lorente covered the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections, the 
attacks of September 11th and U.S. foreign policy toward Latin America, particularly Cuba. He 
serves on the board of the National Press Foundation and the Center for Media Integrity of the 
Americas. 
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